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Tips for Success
To ensure that your project grabs the attention of our donors, we’d recommend the following: 

· Give your project a great title and your essay a snazzy first line. 
· Submit by October 21, 2011.
· Keep your project cost to less than $500.

· Speak from the heart when writing your essay.

· Check your project essay for spelling and grammar.
· Mention if you have many students at a high level of poverty. Some donors prefer to give to schools where the need is greatest, whatever the project may be.

· Consider letting friends, family, and students' parents know you've submitted a request. All donations are anonymous, and the funds could start pouring in if you're comfortable spreading the word.

· Be patient. Proposals are kept on the site for a maximum of eight months, and it may take that long to get funded. Proposals not fully funded by their expiration date are removed from the site.

_________________________________________________________________
· Don't be late returning your feedback package. Donor appreciation is a vital aspect of the program's success.

· Don't be late returning emails from DonorsChoose.org. Again, a prompt response is key.

· Don't get bogged down in academic terms. "Use layperson's language, not education lingo

The Basics
As teachers, you know your students’ needs best. We are here to provide an avenue for public school teachers to submit project requests for the specific materials their students need to learn. 

As the DonorsChoose name implies, donors choose which projects to support. Once a project is funded, DonorsChoose.org will deliver the materials directly to the school. In return, teachers submit photos of the project in use and thank-you notes from students, which DonorsChoose.org will send to the project’s donors.
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